SOUTH SUFFOLK NEWSLETTER 2019

Welcome to our South Suffolk newsletter, apologies for not having been in touch earlier. | do hope all have been experiencing a good season with good
feed reserves as we head into the winter months.

Recently | attended our South Suffolk Breed Tour, this year based in Invercargill and hosted by The Southern
Breeders Club. We were lucky enough to enjoy fine weather and some great Southern hospitality for the
duration of the tour. On day one our first stop, only a short distance from Invercargill, was to view Murihiku
Stud, owned by Graham and Ellen Calder. The stud was started in 2010 and Graham and Ellen have recently
purchased Logan Stud from John and Ngaire Brown. Breeding for only nine years, great progress has been
made in this stud and good big framed stock is evident.

We then travelled the Southern Scenic route towards Owaka, with Jim Berney giving an informative commentary while also displaying his humorous side
along the way!
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We arrived at Craig Annat, the stud owned by Jim and Anne Berney. Jim commented that they had
endured a very dry season but the stock was looking well grown with some great prospects going
forward. The view from the sheep yards looking over the estuary was fantastic, | did wonder how
Jim and Anne managed to get work done at times!!




Lunch was enjoyed at Owaka’s The Lumberjack Café, followed by some retail therapy for those who needed it. Russell and Martin Powley’s Crookburn
Stud at Clinton was the next stop. All stock were very well presented, the stand out group for me was the ewe lambs, these lambs would be as good as you
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could see anywhere in the country, well done Russell and Martin.
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After a coffee break we headed to Gore and the Myola Stud of Trevor and Doris McCall. We viewed yet another line of top stock, breeders were impressed
with Trevor and Doris’s old ram and although we only saw the top 6-8 ram lambs, they also showed real quality.

After a lovely meal and some socialising at Gore Raceway we headed back to Invercargill.

Day two started with a visit to the Templeton Flax Mill, situated at Otaitai Bush. | personally found
this a very interesting place. Firstly we were shown an informative video on the history of this
family owned mill followed by a working demonstration of how flax was treated and made into
twine. Blackdale Stud owned by Peter Black was next. Peter and his wife Marion run Coopworth,
Texel and Suftex Studs selling over 600 rams annually to 400 clients. A very intensive sheep
breeding operation for a man in his eighty’s!! | was particularity impressed with how professional
the operation was and Peter’s attention to detail where he is still trying to improve his sheep
breeds by trialing new breed genetics from overseas in his Texel Stud and the recent introduction of
the Beltex as a trial to see how this compares with his other breeds.




We then visited Dellwyn and Sheree Malcolm who are in the third breeding season of share-
farming Lyn Berry’s South Suffolk Stud. Itis very pleasing to have young enthusiastic couple
starting in stud breeding, not only with South Suffolks but also with Border Leicesters . Starting
with such good meaty ewes is exactly what the today markets needs are. It was pleasing to see
that there was already a market for their ram lambs. | wish Dellwyn and Sheree the very best
with stud breeding and | hope all breeders will be there to help in any way possible.

Our final visit for the tour was to Shard Farm, this is owned by Debbie and Mark Smith. Shard Farm has topped the South Island Yearling Sales twice, 2015,
at $200,000 and in 2019 at $170,000. We viewed foals which had just been weaned in a barn and then broodmares in their paddocks. Debbie talked about
the history of their stud and the horses on show, another very interesting stop. From here it was a short drive back into Invercargill and the end of another
very interesting tour. My personal thanks must go to Tracey Powley and Elliot King who did a wonderful job of coordinating everything for our enjoyment.
Thanks also to breeders who put forward their stock for viewing, they were a credit to all. The Stud Tours are always a good get together for both past and
present breeders and something | recommend everyone try to be part of in the future.

| hope all breeders have a favourable winter and lambing goes well.

Stuart Sinclair

Breed Chairman




